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Coming events... 
Invite someone to camp! 
 
Pheasant Hunt Camps  
Begin October 15 
 
Singles Retreat - for those 18-38 
December 30th - January 1 
 
Junior Winter Retreat - grades 3-6 
January  27-29 
 
Teen Winter Retreat - grades 7-12 
February 24-26 

camp is powerful 
Camp is a powerful experience for everyone.  Physically it 
helps us get exercise.  Statistics say only 33 percent of kids 
get enough exercise.  Camp provides numerous ways to get 
the body moving with games and challenges.  Mentally camp 
helps us stop and think as we take a media fast.  They say 
teens spend less than 40 minutes in meaningful conversation 
a day.  With chapel, small group discussions and team 
activities mental stimulation comes from many angles at 
camp.  Camp can also be an emotional booster.  Emotionally 
camp helps kids receive hope, peace, acceptance and God's 
love as they experience the adventures at camp.  Most 
importantly camp becomes a powerful tool spiritually.  As 
God's word is opened and studied, as campers do devotions, 
hear chapel speakers, listen to counselors share their 
testimonies and experience God's creation, campers are 
challenged spiritually.  Camp is a powerful experience that 
everyone should be a part of as a kid or adult. 

Junior Plus campers review questions from the speaker 
with Andrew Brott, one of the full time staff this summer.  
Andrew did an outstanding job leading worship, providing 
leadership for the guy counselors, making fun memories, 

and being a great friend. 

Left, Native American camper showing a silly face 



 

Ruth Strauss, now living in Dallas Texas writes:  The 

first time I skated with Elmer was on the Jim River.  We 

were speakers at a mid-winter youth camp.  I guess 

that would have been Dec. 1949.  That was really a 

lifetime ago.  Actually I think we went skating one 

more time.  We had been in Africa and were in Detroit 

for Christmas and went skating on the Detroit River.  I 

discovered it hurts more to fall when you are older. 

Delcie Hofer of Huron, SD was recently given the friend 

of the camp award at Byron Bible Camp.  Delcie writes:  

I went to Byron Camp 70 plus years ago.  It is 

wonderful for young people.  God is so good. Galatians 

6:20 says as we have the opportunity let us do good to 

all people. 

The passing of Ron Kassner 

Ron Kassner, a pheasant hunter from Colorado loved 

to walk  fields to find pheasants,  Ron's friend, Jack 

Hay, writes:  Ron hunted with a yellow pointing lab 

named "Sammy" and I was hunting with a chocolate 

lab named "Latte".  Ron was a fine hunter and a great 

man of God.  He fought cancer with toughness and 

grace until the Lord called him home on June 29th, 

2016.  

We thank the Kassner family for thinking of the camp 

during their great loss. 

Memorial given in Memory 

of Ron Kassner 

Joan and Steven Eisinger 

B and R Herring 

Don and Mary Culver 

Jerry and Marilyn Osborn 

Linda Kassner 

Kori and Mark Deines 

William Stewart 

Dallas and Brenda Powell 

Richard and Barbara Hayes 

C. H. and Gertrude 
Ravesloot 

R and M Hansard 

John and Anita Rhodes 

Roger Jurgens 

Clark and Lois Blackwood 

Ken and Karen Kenemoto 

Robert and Sarah Rebman 

Russell and Deborah 
Hulting 

Edwin Kanemoto 

Jennifer Sleek 

Mini Miller Realty 

Don and Jerilyn Wilson 

John Flanders 

N and D Kinlund 

Lee and Karen Hooley 

Ken and Dorothea Fite 

Thomas and Susan 
Highfield 

Roger and Donna Schimke 

Bernard and Leona Stocker 

Jack Hay 

 

New Tractor Fund 

We are raising funds for the new camp tractor.  We 

traded in the old tractor and we only need to raise 

$18,600 to finish this project.  The tractor is a Case IH 

75C with a loader.  It will help with mowing, taking out 

docks and other projects around camp. We already 

have a nice mower we will attach to the three point 

hitch.  If you desire to give to this project please 

designate with your contribution that you want to help 

with the tractor fund. 

Also, on staff this summer were Courtney Duba and 
Jonathon Blom.  Here they are with  their team from 

Jr. Plus Camp.  I just love how God creates the team of  
staff we need each summer.  

Recreation Center/Gym Update 

When you receive this newsletter, we will 
have started construction on the new 

Recreational Center/Gym!  Currently, we 
have a generous matching grant of $100,000 
being offered to the camp.   People catching 
the excitement and vision for this building 

have already helped us raise $433,000 as we 
start this building!  The total cost of this 
building will be over $1,000,000, but we 

know the Lord's hand of blessing is on this 
project as we move forward in faith! 



 

PRAYER 
changes things 
 
Please pray for camp this fall and winter: 

- That God's spirit would be very evident at camp 

to pheasant hunters and refresh them 

- For God to provide counselors for winter retreats 

- For speakers to make the good news of Christ 

Jesus clear to all 

- For funds for the recreational center/ Gym 

Ways you can give: 

> Scholarships for campers 

> To the new recreation/gym building 

> Time volunteering as kitchen help during fall and 
winter retreats  

> Tractor Fund 

Past Byron Bible Camp Friend of 

the Year award recipients 

Paul Wedel     2000 

Brad Tschetter    2001 

Vic Kleinsasser    2001 

Merle Gross    2002 

Orrin Tschetter    2003 

Darrel Stahl and Margaret Lamont  2004 

Rueben Enander    2005 

Hutterthal Helping Hands    2006 

Lisa Hofer    2007 

Gail Seaman    2008 

Clinton Wipf    2009  

Tim Beldin    2009 

Gladys Larson    2010 

William & Wanda Osman   2010 

Steve and Beth Decker   2011 

Dr. Nathan & Rosetta Loewen    2012 

Tony Gross    2013 

Family of Smokey Joe Mendel  2014 

Delcie Hofer     2015 

"Nothing is Impossible with God" -Luke 1:37 

 

Jesus replied, “What is impossible with man is 
possible with God.”  -Luke 18:27 

We are sadden by the loss of Norma Hohm the 

wife of Phil Hohm.  Norma and Phil would often 

go for a ride together on warm summer days and 

would swing by the camp as they cruised along 

Lake Byron.  

Clarence "Jimmy" Holm passed away in August 

this year.  He is remembered as a successful 

farmer, church leader, and active member of his 

community.  He and his wife, Ida Holm were 

married 72 years.  Along with being a Sunday 

school teacher at Bethel Mennonite Church for 

over 70 years, he served in many ways at James 

Valley Christian School, and was heard on KIJV's 

radio program "Wonderful Words of Life."  We 

have really appreciated Jimmy's support of the 

camp and generous giving over the years.  We 

morn with the family over this significant loss. 

Bertha Hofer passed away this August.  She was 

born on Dec. 17, 1932 and accepted Christ at an 

early age.  After teaching school two years in 

Beadle County she married Jake Gross and they 

were married 28 years and were blessed with 5 

children.  After Jake passed away from cancer 

she married Eldon Hofer and they were also 

married 28 years.  She was active in her church, 

loved to sing, and enjoyed God's creation 

especially in planting flowers.  Most recently, 

several of her grandchildren attended camp.  We  

are thankful from Bertha and her family's 

support of the camp. 

Our Loss, Heaven's Gain 
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Gifts given in honor and memory ... 

Dick and Julie Granstrom 

John and Lynn Hamill 

Melvin and Kathleen Wieting 

Don and Lavonne Mendel 

James and Brenda Cypher 

Jay and Kimberly Cobb 

Craig and Dorothy Harmon 

Billie and Eva Sargent 

Clinton and Diane Wipf 

Dan and Laura Reinders 

Brent and Dawn Kleinsasser 

Craig and Carla Brock 

Glenn and Cheryl Wollman 

Keith and Tanya Glanzer 

John P. and Patricia L. Sneden 

Roy and Pam Burket 

Alyce V. Howard 

Richard Niles 

Dave and Judy Mendel 

Pearl Hofer 

Janis Reinschmidt 

Leif Andol 

Ken and Juanita Glanzer 

Dave Gross 

Rozella Glanzer 

Bob and Penny Glanzer 

Betty Dornbush 

James and Wanda Kleinsasser 

Gene and Marcia Miller 

Danny and Shelly Dejong 

Lynn and Laurie Stoltenburg 

Lud and Julie Holm 

Paul and Ruth Hofer 

Eugene and Dorothy Harmon 

Kenroy and Sharla Wipf 

Jim and Patricia Gross 

Timothy and Mary Keating 

Violet Wicks 

 

Also, a special thanks to the 

anonymous donor of beautiful 

flowers in the entrance to the 

retreat center in memory of 

Debbie and to the Auto Body Clinic 

in Huron, SD for painting the 

planters. 

Gift given in honor of Estelle Robish's 80th 
Birthday By Larry Tschetter 

 

Gift given in memory of Fred Graber 
By Larry Tschetter 

Gift given in memory of Norma Hohm  
By Craig and Dorothy Harmon 

By Phil Hohm 
By Dave Gross 

 

Gift given in memory of Bertha Gross Hofer 
By Angie Tschetter  

By Ronnie and Leola  Maendl 
 

Gift given in memory of Jim Holm 
By Steve and Beth Decker 

 

Gift given in memory of Ralph and Neva Maas 
By Ken & Melodie Decker 


